Grade 9 English Final Exam

Study Guide

Terms to know:
	term
	definition

	simile
	A comparison of two unlike objects using the words “like” or “as” (“His eyes were like diamonds.”)



	metaphor
	A comparison of two unlike objects WITHOUT using the words “like” or “as” (“His eyes were diamonds.”)



	hyperbole
	A deliberate exaggeration (“I’ve told you a thousand times.”)



	alliteration
	The repetition of initial consonant sounds (“Where weird women weep”)

	onomatopoeia
	A word that sounds like its meaning (“meow,” “buzz,” “hiss”)



	ballad
	A poem that tells a story and often has a repeated refrain


	sonnet
	A 14-line poem that follows a specific rhyme scheme and has a regular rhythm; there are two types of sonnets: Petrarchan (Italian) and Shakespearean (English)



	free verse
	Poetic form in which there is no regular rhythm or rhyme



	quatrain
	A stanza or poem of four lines


	stanza
	A “chunk” of a poem, similar to a verse in a song


	theme
	the main message of a story or poem, the moral of the story



	mood
	the general feeling of a poem or story




Grade 9 English Final Exam

Study Guide
BRING TWO BLUE OR BLACK PENS, TWO SHARPENED PENCILS, AND AN ERASER TO THE EXAM.

The exam is divided into three main parts: Reading: Poem and Short Story, Making Connections, and Original Composition.

Reading:

The poem and short story will each have multiple choice questions (total of 16 multiple choice).
Making Connections: 

2 multiple choice question and one composition question (3-5 paragraphs) in which you answer a question related to both the poem and the story

Make sure to discuss both works.  Be sure to mention the poet and the author in your introduction.

For example:

Question: Which work offers more hope for love: William Blake’s “Love’s Secret” or Eliza Riley’s “Return to Paradise”?

Answer:


In William Blake’s poem, “Love’s Secret,” he gives advice to the readers not to reveal their feelings for people with whom they are in love, basing it on his own negative experience.  Eliza Riley’s short story, “Return to Paradise,” deals with a broken marriage.  Both works discuss love, but Riley’s story offers significantly more hope than does Blake’s poem.

Both works start out fairly negatively.  Blake counsels his readers not to tell those they love of their feelings, asserting that “Love that never told can be” (l. 2).  He then describes having confessed his feelings to his love who spurned him.  Similarly, Riley’s protagonist, Lisa, is filled with grief.  She has travelled to a beautiful island in the Caribbean, the same island on which she was married to James three years ago.  Riley describes a picture perfect wedding that Lisa recalls before affirming that “a lot can change in just a few years - a lot of heartache can change a person and drive a wedge through the strongest ties, break even the deepest love” (para. 3).  Clearly, both works emphasize the negative aspects of love.

The poem and the story move on.  In “Love’s Secret,” the speaker’s heartache is compounded by the fact that another person, one who did not speak of his feelings, took away the girl he loved: “Soon after she was gone from me, / A traveller came by, / Silently, invisibly: / He took her with a sigh” (ll. 9-12).  This poor man took a chance and told the lady he loved about how he felt, and she wanted nothing to do with him.  Another man came in and did not express himself, and she fell for him.  The speaker is jaded and advises the readers never to express their love for another.  Conversely, Lisa opens up to a man she meets on the beach, telling him all her secrets and feelings.  The reader finds out that this man is the very man she married.  It is through their open communication that Lisa and James, who had come to the island for a divorce, find a glimmer of hope in the notion that perhaps their marriage can be saved.  While it is not a “happily ever after” ending, Lisa shows a willingness to work on her marriage at the end of the story, in contrast to the bleak beginning in which there seemed to be no hope.

William Blake’s poem, “Love’s Secret,” and Eliza Riley’s story, “Return to Paradise,” both deal with love and communication.  However, Blake’s speaker is adamant that those in love should not communicate their emotions as he feels to do so would ensure the end of the relationship while Riley’s protagonist Lisa finally sees hope in repairing her marriage only after she communicates with her husband.  “Return to Paradise” offers a great deal of hope at the end of the story while “Love’s Secret” is full of negativity.

Original Composition: 

You will be given a writing prompt similar to the ones you had on your December exam (Actions speak louder than words. / There are two sides to every story.)  There will be no choice for this one.  Write 3-5 paragraphs related to the writing prompt.
Your best choice would be a narrative essay (story), but you can write any type of composition.
· Think of a story from your life that can illustrate your topic (or theme).

· Use as many details as you can to allow the reader to visualize the story.

· The events in the story should help to illustrate your theme.

· The introduction should grab our attention and possibly introduce the theme.

· The conclusion should tie things up.

· Don’t worry about the number of paragraphs if it’s a story (as long as it’s at least 3).

See the example.
Topic - There are two sides to every story.


I was absolutely livid.  I had spent hours online in the Ticket Master waiting room to buy tickets to the Bryan Adams concert for my friend Sara and me.  I had missed a dentist appointment because I didn’t want to leave my computer.  I paid $190 per ticket plus service and convenience charges in order to get them.  She knew I was going to buy them and was really excited to go since we hadn’t seen a Bryan Adams concert together in ages.  I called her as soon as I had finished with the transaction and got my email confirmation.

“Hey, I finally got them!” I exclaimed.


“Who is this?” Sara asked.


“It’s me, you idiot!”  I shouted.  I was so thrilled to have finally gotten the tickets that I assumed she’d have been waiting breathlessly to hear that I’d bought them.


“Oh, hey, Mary.  I can’t talk right now.”  I couldn’t believe she wasn’t expressing any kind of enthusiasm, never mind that she wasn’t jumping up and down in excitement.  “I’ve got to go.  I’ll call you later.”  She hung up before I had a chance to say anything.


There I was, having spent a tonne of time wiggling my mouse so the screen wouldn’t go to screen saver, missing an appointment, and she hung up on me!  I was furious.  I started imagining scenarios in my head: she got someone else to buy tickets and didn’t want to tell me; she was mad at me for some unimaginable reason; she had decided not to go but didn’t want to be stuck for her share of the tickets.  I knew I didn’t want to pay for that extra ticket, so I decided to find someone else to go with.

I didn’t have to search for long.  I updated my status on Facebook: “I bought an extra Bryan Adams ticket if someone wants to buy it at cost.”  My friend Tina messaged my within 30 seconds, and I sold it to her.


About three hours later, Sara phoned my back.  She told me she was sorry she hadn’t been able to talk to me earlier but that her uncle had just died, and her aunt was over but had a heart attack while she was at her house.  I had called just as the ambulance had arrived.  Her aunt was alive but would need some monitoring.  She asked if I’d gotten the tickets as she could use some good news.


There are two sides to every story, and I should have waited to hear the real story before jumping to conclusions.  Sara was okay about what I had done (as she has dealt with my drama many times), but I felt like such an idiot.  I tried to give her my ticket, but she wouldn’t take it, wanting me to go.  I went to the concert, but I certainly didn’t have the fabulous time I thought I would.
