The Americas to Colonial Times I UNIT 6

| uropeans Explore and Settle in the Americas

Early European explorers searching for the Indies found What is colonization? @

unexpected opportunities in the Americas. By 1750

”r Europeans controlled most of the Americas. Spanish explorers killed thousands of H
‘ H Native Americans during their conquests.

They claimed large areas of land for

Spain and in the name of the Roman

Catholic Church.

Colonization is the act of a country
claiming, ruling, and settling its people
Bm Furopeans established colonies in the Americas and in a territory outside itf boundary. The
looked for ways to make a profit from the land and territory is called a “colony.
its resources.

B European colonization led to the conquest of :
Native American peoples, including the Aztec and Area shown in maps A and C
Inca Empires.

B® As European land claims expanded, Native Americans
lost control of their traditional lands.
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